THE  MAKING  OF THE POPULAR  FRONT
II
At the Congress of Tours in 1920 the French Socialist movement, so
arduously united only fifteen years before, had split once again. And
the breach between Socialists and Communists was all the greater in
that the Communists were the majority at Tours, and thus carried with
them most of the party funds and apparatus, including Jaures* paper
UHumanite. In fact this success did not last long; and the Socialist
Party, under Blum's leadership, had rapidly gained in strength, so that
in the general elections of 1932 it had won nearly 2,000,000 votes as
compared to the 800,000 given to the Communists, while, in 1932
also, the C.G.T. had a membership nearly three times as large as the
Communist C.G.T.U. (900,000 to 300,000). Thus the tactics of the
Communist Party, in France as elsewhere, were aimed at winning
some of this mass support from the Socialists; and the method adopted
was that of continuous attack on the leaders of the Socialist Party.
In December 1933 the Executive Committee of the Communist
International met in its I3th full session, after the disaster in Germany,
and in the belief that "the objective prerequisites for a revolutionary
crisis have matured to such an extent that at the present time the world
is closely approaching a new round of revolutions and wars."9 In
these circumstances nothing could be gained, the Communists believed,
by alliance with the Socialists, who "draw a contrast in principle
between the democratic countries and the countries of the Fascist
dictatorship". Indeed, "the question of how soon the rule of bankrupt
capitalism will be overthrown by the proletariat will be determined
... by the successful work of the Communist Parties in imdermining
the mass influence of Social Democracy". The line was clear enough;
and the French Communist Party were singled out for especial
criticism for having deviated from it:
"The Central Committee of the French Communist Party com-
mitted serious opportunist errors at the end of 1932 and the begin-
ning of 1933. ... For three months the leading body of the French
Communists carried on negotiations with the Socialist party con-
cerning the terms of a debate that was to be organised on the
question of unity generally.. .. The mistake was that they failed
to carry on negotiations for the organisation of a united front of
struggle between the Communist and Socialist workers on definite
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